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VISITING MASTERWORK ON VIEW AT UM
MISSOULA—
“Mornington Crescent,” a painting by influential modernist British artist Frank
Auerbach, will be available for public viewing at The University of Montana from Friday,
June 13, to Tuesday, Sept. 30.
The painting, on loan to the Montana Museum of Art & Culture from a private
collection, will be in UM ’s Main Hall President’s Office lobby, which is open from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Auerbach, with colleagues Lucian Freud, Leon Kossoff, R.B. Kitaj and Francis Bacon
- collectively referred to as the School of London - helped spearhead a renaissance in British
Figurative art.
Of Jewish descent, Auerbach was born in Germany in 1931, just as Adolph Hitler came
to power. His parents, fearful of the Nazi regime, sent him to a boarding school for refugees in
Kent, England, in 1939. Tragically, his parents died in a concentration camp in 1942. Five
years later, the orphaned Auerbach moved to London, where he studied art at Borough
Polytechnic under the influential teacher David Bomberg.
Auerbach settled at a studio in London’s Camden neighborhood and focused on subject
matter that consisted of a few local landmarks and a handful of favorite models. Within the

constraints of this limited imagery, he created heavily layered and tactile surfaces with thick
impasto paint suggestive of corporeality.
Some early critics of his work found the thick paint grotesque, obtrusive and brutal.
Others, such as David Sylvester, saw in him “the qualities that make for greatness in a painter
- fearlessness, a profound originality, a total absorption in what obsesses him and, above all, a
certain gravity and authority in his forms and colors.”
“Mornington Crescent,” painted in 1965, captures the gritty urban area surrounding the
famous London tube station, a five-minute walk from Auerbach’s studio. Horizontal, vertical
and diagonal lines, rhythmically applied across the panel, frame chunky, rutted slabs of ochre,
orange and pink. The rusty reds, sooty blacks and dirty blues create dynamic and tactile
masses, with textures ranging from deeply carved channels to protruding knot-works to
delicate filaments. The viewer senses the physicality and energy of the cityscape in Auerbach’s
work, an immediacy of experience provided by his arduous observation, deeply personal
medication on form and dense, sensual application of paint.
For more information, call MMAC at 406-243-2019 or go online to
http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum.
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of the painting are available. Please call MMAC Director
Barbara Koostra at 406-243-2019 or e-mail barbara.koostra@mso.umt.edu.
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